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A typical canal bridge found in the Jordaan district 
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How to use this guide 
 

 

This itinerary serves a guide and reference sheet that will help you get the best out of what Amsterdam 
has to offer. By taking advantage of Amsterdam’s diverse and vibrant atmosphere, this guide focuses on 
achieving three main goals: 

I. To provide a mixture of both main and lesser-known attractions, with maps, directions 
and local knowledge thrown in to help make sure you don’t get lost. 

II. Providing the opportunity to experience the different ways of getting around the city – 
walking, biking and public transport – giving you a well-rounded taste of Amsterdam 
culture. 

III. To help you get the most out of each day (and night) of your visit, cutting down traveling 
time and, hopefully, enjoying plenty of attractions without breaking the bank! 

Local’s Tip: All of the random tips are italicized. 

Directions are always in green. 

All hyperlinks are active and can be used to more easily jump around the guide. 
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Before you go 
 

 

With this guide, an attraction that I strongly recommend booking in advance is the Anne Frank House. 
Although you can buy tickets at the museum, it is a very popular attraction and the queues can be very 
long, so to make sure you don’t get frustrated waiting, buy the ticket(s) online. Booking about a week in 
advance should secure you the tickets. 

As for cinema at the Pathé Tuschinski, the likelihood of a film being sold-out is very unlikely but if you 
would rather be safe than sorry, check out their website for a list of film times, ticket prices and the 
option to reserve tickets. 

Most of the restaurants listed in this itinerary do not require reserving a table (unless I have stated 
otherwise), but if you would like to then click on the web address provided; an option to reserve a table 
online or by phone will in most cases be provided. 

The 3-Day Itinerary - Overview 
Day 1 
To start off your stay in Amsterdam, I recommend a visit to Dam Square, the very heart of the city. From 
here, you will get the chance to see some of the most impressive and unique monuments, churches and 
museums in the world. And of course, no visit to Amsterdam would be complete without a tour of its 
numerous beautiful canals! 

Time Activity 
9:30am – 10:45am Breakfast at Greenwoods 
10:45am – 12:00pm Dam Square 
12:00pm – 12:15pm Walk to Westerkerk 
12:15pm – 1:00pm Westerkerk 
1:00pm – 2:00pm Anne Frank House 
2:00pm – 2:45pm Tram to Nieuwezijds Kolk and Lunch 
2:45pm – 4:00pm Canal Tour 
4:00pm – 4:30pm Walk to Nieuwmarkt 
4:30pm – 7:30pm Dinner in Nieuwmarkt 
 

Day 2 
Today I recommend a trip to Waterlooplein, Rembrandtplein and the surrounding area, a historically 
important part of Amsterdam and Jewish culture. Here you will have the chance to experience the 

http://www.unanchor.com/
http://www.annefrank.org/en/Museum/Practical-information/Online-ticket-sales/
http://www.pathe.nl/english/agenda/amsterdam/14-10-2011?cinema=tuschinski
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famous Waterlooplein flea market, see the home of one of the world’s most celebrated painters, 
become immersed in wildlife at the city zoo and finish the night in one of the most unique and elegant 
cinemas you’ll ever visit! 

Time Activity 
10:00am – 11:00am Waterlooplein Flea Market 
11:00am – 12:00pm Rembrandthuis 
12:00pm – 12:30pm Tram to Artis Zoo 
12:30pm – 2:30pm Artis Zoo 
2:30pm – 3:00pm Tram to Muntplein 
3:00pm – 5:00pm South Canals 
5:00pm – 5:15pm Walk to Rembrandtplein 
5:15pm – 7:45pm Dinner in Rembrandtplein 
7:45pm – 9:30pm Cinema at the Pathé Tuschinski 
 

Day 3 
For the final day, why not explore some of the city by what is Amsterdam’s most loved method of 
transport, the bicycle! To fully enjoy the experience without the constant threat of cars, trams and other 
impatient cyclists, you will be visiting the world famous Vondelpark, becoming culturally engrossed with 
the arts at Museumplein before finishing off the evening with a drink at one of the coolest bars in the 
city, Bourbon Street. 
 
Time Activity 
9:30am – 10:00am Hiring a Rental Bike 
10:00am – 10:15am Cycle to Museumplein 
10:15am – 12:45pm Museumplein 
12:45pm – 1:00pm Cycle to Vondelpark 
1:00pm – 3:00pm Vondelpark and Lunch 
3:00pm – 3:15pm Returning the Bike 
3:15pm – 4:00pm Walk to Beulingstraat 
4:00pm – 6:30pm Dinner 
6:30pm – 6:45pm Tram to Leidseplein  
6:45pm – 10:00pm Bourbon Street 
  

http://www.unanchor.com/
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Day 1 
Time Activity 
9:30am – 10:45am Breakfast at Greenwoods 
10:45am – 12:00pm Dam Square 
12:00pm – 12:15pm Walk to Westerkerk 
12:15pm – 1:00pm Westerkerk 
1:00pm – 2:00pm Anne Frank House 
2:00pm – 2:45pm Tram to Nieuwedijks Kolk and Lunch 
2:45pm – 4:00pm Canal Tour 
4.00pm – 4.30pm  Walk to Nieuwmarkt 
4.30pm – 7.00pm Dinner in Nieuwmarkt 
 

Breakfast at Greenwoods – 9:30am – 10:45am 
Price: A full menu can be found here                                                                         
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30am till 5:00pm, Fri-Sun 9.30am till 6.00pm  
Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes 
Address: 103 Singel 
Website: www.greenwoods.eu  

                                        

 

 

http://www.unanchor.com/
http://www.greenwoods.eu/en/page/menu
http://www.greenwoods.eu/
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Starting at the main entrance to Centraal Station (you should see the Taxi Rank in front and the bike lot 
to the right), make your way over the first canal bridge directly in front of you. Take a right along Prins 
Hendrikkade, then before the large bridge turn left down the picturesque street of Singel. After about 
five minutes walk, the café will be on your left – here is a picture of the café to help: 

 

 

 

What better way to start your Amsterdam holiday than breakfast by one of the most famous canals in 
the city. Greenwoods, although only established in 1988, has retained much of the architecture that 
epitomizes many of Amsterdam’s buildings; small rooms, quaint furniture and a welcoming atmosphere. 
If the weather is pleasant, make sure to grab a table outside and relax by the canal. 

Local’s Tip: For a hearty meal, go for the eggs Benedict, which includes the traditional Hollandaise sauce 
found throughout Amsterdam. For those with a sweet tooth, both the cheese and chocolate cakes are 
especially delicious. 

  

Dam Square – 10:45am – 12:00pm 
Price: Free (presuming you do not shop) 
Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes                                              

http://www.unanchor.com/
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After finishing at Greenwoods, continue down the same street (Singel) until you reach Raadhuisstraat. 
Cross the road and take a left, walking pass the tram/bus stop (‘Dam’) until you reach Nieuwezijds 
Voorburgwal. Take a right down this street, then the next left onto Paleisstraat. You should now see the 
Royal Palace directly on your left, and the iconic Dam Square Monument in front of you. 

http://www.unanchor.com/
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                                  The National Monument, Dam Square 

Now you’ll find yourself in the ‘Old Centre’, and although it may appear to be a place of consumerism 
and entertainment, it still retains most of its key architectural wonders from the past. If you do decide to 
do some shopping, you have two choices; Kalverstraat, the main shopping street, or De Bijenkorf, the 
shopping mall. If you are primarily looking to do clothes shopping, whilst also looking to find a good 
deal, then your best bet is Kalverstraat. If you’re looking to buy presents or souvenirs to bring back with 

http://www.unanchor.com/
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you then De Bijenkorf might serve you well, but it can be very expensive and chances are you will find 
better bargains on the streets/markets.   

If you would rather steer clear of the shops, then a visit to the Royal Palace is a must. There are, of 
course, plenty of things to see and do around the Old Centre – make sure to check out the outdoor 
performances opposite the National Monument – but in terms of pure showoff-ness, the palace cannot 
be beaten. The ‘Citizen’s Hall’ inside depicts an astounding miniature universe in marble and bronze 
(with Amsterdam at its center, obviously), whilst other halls and rooms hold magnificent Dutch art work 
and even Louis Napoleon’s furniture! It really is a one of a kind spectacle. 

 

Koninklijk Palies (Royal Palace) 
Price: Adults €7.50, under-6’s Free 
Hours: July–Aug, 11-12:00pm till 5:00pm daily. Other months varies.                  
Website: http://www.paleisamsterdam.nl 
 
Local’s Tip: Be sure to check the website prior to visiting, as the opening times can change regularly! 
 

Nieuwe Kerk (New Church) 
Price: Adults €15, under-6’s Free 
Hours: 10:00am till 5:00pm daily                                                                         
Website: www.nieuwekerk.nl  
 
One of the ‘younger’ churches to be found in Amsterdam, the Nieuwe Kerk has gone under some major 
transformations during its existence, due to fire damage and the Protestant Reformation of the 16th-
century. Whilst it is certainly an impressive piece of architecture, its sister churches, such as the 
Westerkerk, are in my opinion more worthy of the entry fee.  
 

Madame Tussauds 
Price: Adults €19.95 (can vary often), under-5’s Free 
Hours: 10:00am till 5:30pm daily                                                          
Website: www.madame-tussauds.nl 
 
 
 

Walk to Westerkerk – 12:00pm – 12:15pm 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 

http://www.unanchor.com/
http://www.paleisamsterdam.nl/
http://www.nieuwekerk.nl/
http://www.madame-tussauds.nl/
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After finishing in the center, head back towards Raadhuisstraat and continue to follow this street. You 
will have an opportunity to take some pictures of one of the more famous streets in Amsterdam; built in 
1895, it is named after the Royal Palace and its over-hanging balconies are particularly eye-catching. 
Feel free to pop into some of the shops too.  

Continue along this street until the Westerkerk comes into view; take a right onto Prinsengracht and 
head for the entrance of the church. 

 

Local’s Tip: Sometimes on the square beside the Westerkerk, several stalls selling local Dutch produce 
(cheese, fish, ‘frites’) are set up. I recommend that you try one of the country’s favourite delicacies, 
herring! Don’t be put off by its appearance (as it is usually kept in small jars); try it with some onion and 
pickle.  

 

Westerkerk – 12:15pm – 1:00pm 
Price: Adults €5, Children Free  
Duration: 45 minutes 
Hours: Apr-Sept, Mon-Fri 11:00am till 3:00pm. Services, Sun 10:00am 
Address: Prinsengracht 277 
Website: www.westerkerk.nl 
 

http://www.unanchor.com/
http://www.westerkerk.nl/


 

 

Pa
ge

11
 

 
 
                                                                           Westerkerk Tower 
 
Sitting in the heart of the Jordaan district, this 17th-century landmark provides fantastic views of the 
surrounding area (after you have hiked up the 186 steps which lead up to the tower!).  

 

Amsterdam Tulip Museum 
Price: Adults €4.00, Children Free 
Hours: 10:00am till 6:00pm daily 
Address: Prinsengracht 112 
Website: www.amsterdamtulipmuseum.com 

This quaint little museum teaches visitors the rich history of one of Holland’s oldest exports; the tulip. 
Some of the exhibits include interactive video displays, tracing its horticultural story through the ages. 
For those interested in ordering bulbs in advance, visit the website. 

 

Anne Frank House – 1:00pm – 2:00pm 
Price: Adults €9, ages 10-17 €4, under-10’s Free 
Duration: 1 hour  

http://www.unanchor.com/
http://www.amsterdamtulipmuseum.com/
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Hours: Jan-Mar, Sept-Dec 9:00am till 7:00pm daily. Apr-Aug, 9:00am till 9:00pm daily. 
Address: Prinsengracht 267 
Website: www.annefrank.org 
 

Upon leaving the church, it is just a quick walk to the right and we’re at our next destination: the Anne 
Frank House. 

 

 

A canalside house which has become recognizable across the globe, the ‘Anne Frank Huis’ is one of the 
most visited sights in Amsterdam. Aside to the bare and unfurnished rooms of the original annex, the 
museum has added a newer wing, detailing the Jew’s persecution during the war. 

Local’s Tip: As mentioned in the ‘Before You Go’ section, make sure to book in advance to save queuing 
time! 

 
Tram to Nieuwezijds Kolk and Lunch – 2:00pm – 2:45pm 
Price: Tram – Check Transport section for details.                                                            
Duration: 45 minutes                       
Address: Nieuwezijds Kolk 
 

Walk back past the Westerkerk and on to Raadhuisstraat. Take a left, cross the street and head to the 
tram stop ‘Westermarkt’. Hop on to the tram, making sure to ‘check in’ with your ticket/card, or if 
you’re buying a ticket have your Euro’s ready. The second stop (Nieuwezijds Kolk) is our destination. 

http://www.unanchor.com/
http://www.annefrank.org/
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